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Affordable Housing and 
Sustainable Communities



Why AHSC?



Vehicle Miles Traveled

Why do we drive so much?

Lack of location efficient 
housing

Lack of quality low-carbon 
transportation options



AHSC Program Vision

•Funds infill projects that reduce Greenhouse 
Gas (GHG) emissions and Vehicle Miles 
Traveled (VMT) through sustainable land use, 
housing, and transportation practices

•Bringing together affordable housing and 
transportation worlds



California Climate Investments: Statutory Requirements

1. Reduce GHG emissions

2. Direct investment toward the most 
disadvantaged communities in the State 

3. Maximize economic, environmental, and 
public health benefits to the State



What does it fund? 
Eligible Capital Projects

1. Affordable Housing Development (loan)
Bricks and Mortar

2. Housing-Related Infrastructure (grant)
Required as Condition of Approval

3. Sustainable Transportation Infrastructure (grant)
Transit, Bike Lanes, Sidewalks

4. Transportation-Related Amenities (grant)
Bike Parking, Repair Kiosks, Urban Greening, 
Bus Shelters

Eligible Programs (3 Year Grants)

1.  Active Transportation Programs

2. Transit Ridership Programs

3. Criteria Air Pollutant Programs

4. Workforce Development Programs



Who is Eligible to Apply?

Eligible Applicants

Local Governments (City, 
County, City/County)

Local Transportation Agencies Public Housing Authority

Transit Agency or Operator
Regional Transportation 
Planning Agency

Congestion Management 
Agency

Joint Powers Authority School District Facilities District

University or Community 
College District

Developer:  Public, Private, or 
Nonprofit

Program Operator: Public, 
Private, or Nonprofit

Federally Recognized Native 
American Tribes



Eligible Project Types
TOD

Transit Oriented Development

ICP
Integrated Connectivity Project

RIPA
Rural Innovation Project Area

Required:
✔ Affordable Housing

Required:
✔ Sustainable Transportation 

Infrastructure

Required:
✔ Sustainable Transportation 

Infrastructure

Required: At least 1 additional 
components:
❑ Sustainable Transportation 

Infrastructure
❑ Transportation Related 

Amenities 
❑ Programs

Required: At least one additional 
components from the following:
❑ Affordable Housing 
❑ Transportation Related 

Amenities 
❑ Programs

Required: At least one additional 
components from the following:
❑ Affordable Housing
❑ Transportation Related 

Amenities 
❑ Programs

Required Minimum Density: 30 
units/acre

Required Minimum Density: 20 
units/acre

Required Minimum Density: 15 
units/acre

35% of awards 35% of awards 10% of awards



Expansion of Bus 
Routes

Affordable Housing

Pedestrian 
Pathways

Bike Lanes

Sidewalks

Urban 
Greening

Bus 
Shelters

Image Credits- Produced in Piktochart by SGC Staff



Funding

•Minimum Award: $1 Million

•Maximum Award: $20 Million

•Annual funding until 2030
• Cap & Trade – 20% of proceeds

•Round 4 NOFA - $400M



Threshold Overview

Readiness Requirements
• CEQA/NEPA for Affordable Housing Developments
• Demonstration of Site Control
• Developer Experience
• Committed Funding Threshold

Program Goals
• Transit stop within ½ mile of AHD
• Urban Greening Components 
• Transit Passes for Residents 
• Affordability Threshold



AHSC Scoring Criteria



Paradise Creek
TOD Project – City of National City

Project Details

• 201 unit affordable housing development adjacent to 
Paradise Creek

• Cleanup of site and existing creek, which will include: native 
plants and trees, a community garden, a playground, a new 
plaza, and a walking/biking path along creek

• Transportation : Upgrades to adjacent light-rail station, 
walking and biking improvements at key intersections to 
connect to transit

• AHD: $3,760,617
• HRI: $4,550,000
• TRI: $930,271
• Total Award amount: $9,240,888
• Leveraged Funds: Infill Infrastructure Grant (HCD), EPA 

Brownfields Grant, EPA Planning Grant, City funds



Miraflores Senior Apartments
TOD Project – City of Richmond

Project Details

• 79 unit affordable senior housing development on a former 
nursery site, which had pesticide contamination

• Construction of 4 acre greenbelt with multi-use paths that 
connect to regional trail network and transit services

• Nonprofits worked to identify property and beneficial reuse

• Transportation : walkways, crossings, traffic calming 
measures, bike racks and storage, bike lanes, streetscaping, 
and street furniture

• AHD: $4,024,606
• STI/TRA: $1,024,512
• Programs: $28,440
• Total Award amount: $5,077,558
• Leveraged Funds: Infill Infrastructure Grant (HCD), CPCFA 

funds, EPA Cleanup Grant, EPA low-interest cleanup loan,Image: HKIT Architects



AHSC Application ProcessAHSC Timeline

AHSC Round 5 – Tentative Schedule 

Release of Round 5 Draft Program Guidelines Summer 2019

Draft Guidelines Workshops and Comment Period Summer 2019

Release of Round 5 Final Guidelines and Application Fall 2019

Application Due Date Winter 2020

Round 5 Awards Adopted by Council Summer 2020



Transformative Climate 
Communities



Vision for Transformation

1. Place-based  

2. Community driven

3. Uplifting most 
disadvantaged communities



Goals

•Economic
• Workforce and economic 

development 

• Securing leverage funds

•Environmental  
• Reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions

•Public Health  
• Reducing air pollution 



2 Types of Grants 

•Implementation Grants
o Funding Round 3 TBD (GGRF)
o Statewide Competition 
o 5 year grant term 

•Planning Grants
o Funding Round 3  TBD 
o Statewide Competition 
o 1 year grant term 



1. Community Engagement + Collaborative Stakeholder Structure 

2. Workforce and Economic Development Plan

3. Avoid Displacement of residents and businesses 

4. Secure Leverage Funds 

5. Climate Adaptation and Resiliency 

6. Evaluation Plan: Monitor indicators of transformation

Implementation Grants



•Fund planning activities in 
communities  
o Directly benefit vulnerable 

communities  

o Help development of future 
Implementation Grants

Planning Grants



•Outreach and engagement to 
create a Sustainable 
Neighborhood Plan that identifies 
residents’ priorities related to the 
City’s 2014 Climate Action Plan

•Focus on youth, communities of 
color, and low-income households 

Planning Grants & EPA Funding - Stockton

Image: risestockton.org



•City of Bakersfield
o  Studies and community outreach 

for a plan on: transportation, 
affordable housing, and workforce 
development

oBuilds on previous planning 
activities conducted for the High 
Speed Rail Station Area Plan

Planning Grants & EPA Funding - Bakersfield



Upcoming Round 3- Tentative Timeline 

•Summer 2019 
-  Guidelines Update
- Workshops

 

•Fall 2019 
- Notice of Funding Availability 

Winter 2020 
-  Awards 



Technical Assistance

•Direct Application Assistance

•Capacity Building

•Assistance with…

•Partnerships
• Selecting application components
•Greenhouse Gas calculations



Resources on SGC Website
•Program Guidelines

•Quantification Methodology

•Fact Sheets

•Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

•Past Award Information

http://sgc.ca.gov/programs/

http://sgc.ca.gov/programs/ahsc/resources/


Questions?

coral.abbott@sgc.ca.gov
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