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Brownfield Opportunity Areas and the 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative

Community planning and analysis of 
historic brownfields and 
environmental issues through BOA. 

Identifying downtowns ripe for 
redevelopment and implementation 
of projects through DRI.
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BOA Today
• $45M BOA grants awarded
• 122 BOA study areas
• Over 50,000 acres
• More than 5,000 brownfields
• 44 designated BOAs, 6 pending
• 4 tax credit projects
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Olean NW Quadrant Revitalization Plan

Focal point of BOA
• Exxon-Mobile Site (parcels 1-10)
• Former refinery closed in the 1950s
BOA benefits to Olean
• BOA provided City with capacity to plan 

for future uses, align redevelopment 
interests with the city.

• MJ Painting Corp Expansion for tax 
credits – BOA conformance approved

• Tax credit benefits of BOA in BCP will 
help Krog Corp with their redevelopment 
project – will apply for conformance.
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• Designated 2015
• Site impacted by Exxon-Mobile refinery
• 20,000 tons of contaminated soil removed 

for project under the BCP
• MJ Painting Contractor Corp expansion 

complete
• Conformance completed in 2017 for 

additional 5% BCP tax credit
• Three new buildings added to the campus
• 30 jobs created

Olean NW Quadrant Revitalization Plan
MJ Painting Contractor Corp
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River’s Edge Development, North Tonawanda, Niagara County: 
New York’s First BOA/BCP Tax Credit Project
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Significant BOA Reforms
• BOA designation no longer requires grant 

funding
• Pre-Nomination now optional
• Pre-development grants permitted after 

designation
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Downtown Revitalization Initiative

Goal: Identify a downtown 
neighborhood ripe for 
redevelopment to transform into 
a vibrant community where 
tomorrow’s workforce will want 
to live, work, and raise a family
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Desired Downtown Attributes
• Well-defined boundaries
• Sufficient catchment area
• Past investments, future potential
• Recent or impending job growth
• Attractive physical environment
• Quality of life policies
• Support for the local vision
• Readiness
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Planning Process

• Local Planning Committee

• Consultants/DOS/HCR/ESD
• Public engagement 
• Working together to make 

project recommendations to 
the State.
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Focus on Implementation 
• Ambitious and realistic 

implementation plan

• Viable, economically feasibly 
projects

• Identify projects as candidates for 
DRI funding that will also leverage 
other public and private funding
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Batavia DRI 
Project 

Implementation 

Manufacturer’s Hanover

YMCA Healthy Living 
Campus
$22,500,000 Project
85,000 sq ft

Ellicott Station
$23,000,000 Project
81,000 sq ft, 51 
units
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State Funding Programs Support 
Downtown Revitalization

A CFA application will be given priority 
consideration if it demonstrates it will 
advance downtown revitalization 
through transformative housing, 
economic development, transportation 
and community projects that will 
attract and retain residents, visitors 
and businesses

Other State funding may come into 
play, such as complete streets, 
RESTORE, & Main Street

Graduate to 
Homeownership 
Program just announced 
for new college 
graduates in the eight 
upstate DRI communities 
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How can these activities help 
communities?

• Encourages compact development
• Repurposing or redeveloping in the city’s core strengthens 

community
• Addresses long term issues to redevelopment
• Adaptive reuse of older structures
• Creating a more walkable and fun downtown
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Thank you!
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