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The Center for Creative Land Recycling (CCLR) promotes the sustainable, equitable and responsible reuse of 
underutilized and environmentally-impacted properties. We educate, advocate, assist and convene stakeholders 
to revitalize communities through land recycling. CCLR has successfully supported the revitalization of 
thousands of acres of land in our twenty-two years of work. At the intersection of business and the environment 
and with offices in the Bay Area and New York, CCLR helps local governments, non-profit community 
organizations and their private sector partners overcome obstacles to unlocking a community’s potential for land 
recycling. CCLR is the U.S. EPA Technical Assistance to Brownfield (TAB) Communities provider for eleven 
states, including New York State. For more information, please visit www.cclr.org. www.cclr.org.

East Coast Office

P.O. Box 624
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706

Jean Hamerman, Deputy Director 
jean.hamerman@cclr.org 

646-712-0535

Stay updated! 

www.twitter.com/LandRecycling/ www.facebook.com/LandRecycling/goo.gl/dEeQx4

We thank our Workshop Organizing Committee:
• Holly Granat | Onondaga County Office of Environment
• Travis Glazier | Onondaga County Office of Environment
• Eric Ennis | City of Syracuse, NY
• Owen Kerney | City of Syracuse, NY
• Mark Gregor | LaBella Associates /CCLR Advisory Council member
• Karen Cahill | NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
• Lya Theodoratos | U.S. EPA
• Julie Sweet | NYS Department of State

About the Center for Creative Land Recycling 



November 8, 2018 8:00 AM - 5:15 PM | OneGroup Center, Syracuse, NY

8:00am - 8:30am Registration 

8:30am - 8:50am Welcome Remarks 
Jean Hamerman | Deputy Director, Center for Creative Land Recycling
Ben Walsh | Mayor of Syracuse 
Introduced by Matthew Paulus, Founder, Paulus Development

8:50am - 10:105am	 Re-imagining Reuse Options: Brightfields, Destination Sites and Novelty Options
Bob Murray | Harris Beach
David Aitken | Director of Government Affairs, Pyramid Management Group, LLC
Houtan Moaveni | Senior Advisor to the President, NYSERDA
Michael Katz | Principle, Actio Corporate Asset Advisors 

Housing and mixed use are the staples of redevelopment projects, but other reuse options 
are gaining traction, including solar development, breweries, destination sites and  
agriculture. The panelists will address the site characteristics that best adapt to these  
options and how to engage the community in supporting these opportunities. 

10:05am - 10:15am 	 J. Ryan McMahon, II | Onondaga County Executive 
Introduced by Travis Glazier, Onondaga County Office of Environment

10:15am - 11:15am 	 Public Private Partnerships in Action: The Empire State Trail 
Travis Glazier | Director, Onondaga County Office of Environment
John McAuliffe | Remediation Director, Honeywell
Owen Kerney | Assistant Director of Planning, City of Syracuse, NY 

The Empire State Trail gap through Onondaga County has a variety of unique challenges  
that have historically hindered progress in connecting a series of local trail systems.  
However, thanks to public-private partnerships between property owners and local  
government, a five-mile trail segment that utilizes former Superfund sites, brownfield sites 
and spans over a CSX rail line will become a reality in 2020. Panelists will describe how  
they were able to come together to overcome obstacles, find funding and balance  
recreation/transportation priorities to develop this trail. 

11:15am - 11:45am 	 Stand and Tell: Who’s in the Room 
Municipal attendees can spotlight updates, successes or other announcements. 

12:00pm - 1:00pm  	 Lunch at the Spaghetti Warehouse- 689 N Clinton St

1:15pm - 1:45pm Marketing Your Properties
David Flynn | Partner, Phillips Lytle LLP
Bruce Rasher | Redevelopment Manager, Racer Trust 
Steve Black | Transaction Manager, Racer Trust 

Igniting Revitalization through Land Reuse Agenda



1:45pm - 2:45pm	

2:45pm - 3:20pm   

3:20pm - 3:30pm  

In 2011, RACER Trust assumed the properties abandoned by the former GM during its  
bankruptcy, including 336 tax parcels in 80 locations in 14 states totaling approximately   
44 MM SF in 66 buildings and just under 7,000 acres of vacant industrial land. Since then  
RACER Trust’s marketing platform has produced 71 sales with commitments for $2.2 BB  
in private investment and the creation of 15,000 jobs. During the roundtable discussion  
they will describe their marketing mix, including: product positioning, pricing, promotion 
and place, and provide you with guidance for the promotion of your properties.

Show Me the Money: Funding for Redevelopment 
Christian Mercurio | VP Planning, Mohawk Valley Edge
Bob Sweet | Director, National Development Council 
Honora Spillane | Deputy Commissioner, Department of Neighborhood and Business 
Development, City of Syracuse, NY
Phil Bousquet | Partner, Bousquet Holstein
Mike Reese | Regional Director Mohawk Valley, ESD 

This panel will cover a broad range of grants, federal and state tax credits and capital  
structures to finance assessment, remedial action and real estate transactions. Topics  
will include the Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP), Opportunity Zones, ESD’s funding 
programs, and other government and philanthropic grant opportunities. 

Hear it Here: Updates on State Programs, Policies and Regulations
Jim Blasting | Senior Consultant, Ambient Environmental, Inc. 
Matt Marko | Region 7 Director, NYSDEC  
Chris Bauer | BOA Coordinator, NYS Department of State 

This panel will provide essential updates on State regulatory and program changes that  
impact compliance and project costs. NYS DEC will cover the Environmental Restoration 
and Brownfield Cleanup Programs, Part 360 Solid Waste regulations around fill materials  
reuse, and changes to the State Environmental Quality Review. The NYS Department of 
State will share  how recent legislative reforms impact the Brownfield Opportunity Area 
program for  designation and funding. Meet individually with NYS agencies during the 
afternoon  Round Tab le Discussions. 

Closing Remarks: Themes, Trends and Next Steps 
Mark Gregor | LaBella Associates/CCLR Advisory Council 
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Stay updated! 
www.twitter.com/LandRecycling/ www.facebook.com/LandRecycling/goo.gl/dEeQx4



After Program Options - 3:30pm-5:15pm

Option #1 Bus Tour (Limited To 35) 
Brownfield bus tour with walking at 3 stops: Solar Street at Inner Harbor, Hiawatha Boulevard (Roth Steel) and 
Embassy Suites at Destiny USA. Facilitated by Travis Glazier and Holly Granat, Onondaga County Office of 
Environment and Karen Cahill, NYS DEC.

Remarks by bus sponsor: Tom Seguljic, HRP Associates, Inc. 

Option #2 Roundtable Discussions (Group Or Individual Meetings) 3:45pm-5:15pm 

1. Develop your Marketing Sheet and Find Developers. Participants work on creating a sheet for a specific
property and discuss ways to target developers. Conducted by Racer Trust and assisted by Eric Ennis,
Economic Development Project Manager, City of Syracuse and Michael Katz, Actio Corporate Asset
Advisers.

2. Meet the Funders/Regulators. Ask questions about grant opportunities and how regulations, policies, and
programs impact your project and costs with the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, NYS
Department of State, Empire State Development, U.S. EPA.

3. Ask the Experts. Consultations with our panelists about legal, environmental, remediation and reuse
options.
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Brownfield Expertise
• More than 30 Brownfield

projects in past decade

• Nationally-renowned
Brownfield expert,
Mark Gregor, on staff

• Headquartered in New York
state with 9 offices through-
out the state

• Full-service firm

www.labellapc.com



Guest Speakers

Mayor Ben Walsh is the 54th mayor of the City of Syracuse. He was elected last 
November, making him the first independent Mayor of Syracuse in more than 100 
years. Since taking office, he’s focused on increasing the use of data in city decision-
making and growing civic engagement, and has been recognized for bringing 
greater transparency to local government.
During his career in public service, he has played a lead role in some of the most 
transformational projects in Syracuse’s recent history. From the creation of the 
Greater Syracuse Land Bank to the successful redevelopment of the Hotel Syracuse, 
Mayor Walsh has earned a reputation as a pragmatic and collaborative leader who 
brings the right people together to get the job done. In his six years working at City 
Hall, as the Deputy Commissioner of Neighborhood and Business Development, 
he interacted with business owners and neighborhood residents on a daily basis.
As Mayor, he has increased diversity in leadership across city government and 
deployed his commitment to collaboration to achieve unanimous approval of his 
first budget, which puts the city on a path to fiscal sustainability. His 
administration is moving ahead with the acquisition of the city’s street light 
network in partnership with the New York Power Authority, which has named 
Syracuse its flagship “Smart City” in New York State. 

Honorable Mayor Ben Walsh | City of Syracuse, NY

Igniting Revitalization through Land Reuse Speakers

Mr. McMahon assumed the position of Onondaga County Executive in 
November, 2018.  A County Legislator from the 15th District, Mr. McMahon 
was first elected in 2012. He led the Legislature in lowering the property tax levy 
and tax rate to historic lows and authored legislation creating City/County 
Landbanks as well as the "Loop the Lake Trail" around Onondaga Lake. Mr. 
McMahon is actively engaged in many community organizations and 
neighborhood organizations.

Ryan McMahon, II |  Onondaga County Executive 



Mr. Bauer is currently involved with municipalities and community-based organizations that are working 
to improve their communities and regions in Western New York and the Finger Lakes through brownfield 
redevelopment and downtown revitalization. A professional planner since 1997, he has focused his work on 
community and economic development, business attraction/retention, downtown revitalization, and program 
development. Mr. Bauer received a Master’s degree in Geography and Planning from the University of Akron in 
1997.
Email: chris.bauer@dos.ny.gov						      Phone: 716-847-7114

Chris Bauer, BOA Coordinator | NYS Department of State

David Aitken earned his undergraduate and graduate degrees from Syracuse University. His professional 
experience includes work in the public sector with the City of Syracuse (Mayor's Office, Airport and Economic 
Development -- Lakefront Development Corporation) and in the private sector with Pyramid Management 
Group working on the Destiny USA project/Syracuse Lakefront Area and across Pyramid's portfolio in NY, MA 
and VA.
Email: 	davidaitken@pyramidmg.com					     Phone: 315-634-7842

David M. Aitken, Director of Government Affairs | Pyramid Management Group, LLC

Steven Black is the Transaction Manager for the RACER Trust. In this role, he helps coordinate the sale and 
redevelopment of property from General Motor's bankruptcy. At its inception, RACER was the nation’s largest 
environmental trust and the third largest portfolio of industrial property located across 14 states. Previously, 
Black served as Deputy City Manager of Community Development for the City of Bay City, Michigan from 2004 
to 2012. Black holds a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan and an MBA from Saginaw Valley State 
University. He is a Certified Economic Developer and licensed real estate broker. 
Email: sblack@racertrust.org							       Phone: 989-415-9950

Steven Black, Transaction Manager | RACER Trust

Jim Blasting, a NYS Licensed Professional Geologist, is a Senior Consultant at Ambient Environmental, Inc. 
with over 30 years of professional experience in environmental risk management. His expertise ranges from site 
identification and end-use evaluation to coordinating the planning, environmental, ecological, and engineering 
aspects of site development. He has supported hundreds of successful site development projects worldwide, 
from single site due diligence to “turnkey” Brownfield site characterization, restoration and redevelopment. Mr. 
Blasting holds a Bachelor’s degree in Geology from SUNY Buffalo and a MS from SUNY Albany. 
Email: jimb@ambient-env.com						      Phone: 315-263-3388

Jim Blasting, Senior Consultant �| Ambient Environmental, Inc.

Speakers
Listed in alphabetical order. 

Phil Bousquet’s experience includes helping clients understand the impact of New York’s Brownfield Cleanup 
Program legislation on dozens of development projects around New York State. He has lectured to numerous 
groups throughout New York State on the tax aspects of this legislation. Phil advises brownfield stakeholders, 
including developers, municipalities, brokers, financial institutions, and consultants, in understanding 
the benefits of the BCP tax credits and other economic development incentives available for brownfield 
redevelopment.
Email: phil@bhlawpllc.com				    Phone: 315-701-6309

Philip S. Bousquet, Attorney | Bousquet Holstein PLLC
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Mr. Flynn is the Practice Team Leader for the firm’s Energy, Environment, and Nanotechnology Practice Teams. 
Mr. Flynn’s practice is concentrated in the areas of environmental law and energy. With respect to environmental 
law, Mr. Flynn concentrates on regulatory compliance consultations and brownfield redevelopment. On the 
energy side of his practice, he advises clients on the development and siting of renewable energy, merchant 
power generating facilities, licensing of hydropower projects, and drafting and negotiating Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes (PILOT) agreements associated with solar and wind projects.
Email: dflynn@phillipslytle.com					     Phone: 716-847-5473

David Flynn, Partner | Phillips Lytle

Eric Ennis serves as Economic Development Project Manager for the City of Syracuse Department of 
Neighborhood and Business Development, assisting with commercial projects and community initiatives. He 
also serves as the Executive Director of the Syracuse Economic Development Corporation (SEDCO), providing 
small business loans through the city's revolving loan fund. 
Email: EEnnis@syrgov.net						      Phone: 315-448-8471

Eric Ennis, Economic Development Project Manager | City of Syracuse, NY

Karen Cahill is an environmental engineer with NYSDEC’s Division of Environmental Remediation. She is 
responsible for managing the investigation and cleanup of several BCP and State Superfund Sites (SSF) including 
the former Roth Steel and Destiny USA BCP sites in the City of Syracuse and the former Emerson Power 
Transmission SSF site in Ithaca, NY.
Email: karen.cahill@dec.ny.gov					     Phone: 315-426-7432

Karen Cahill, Engineer | NYSDEC

Travis Glazier was appointed by County Executive Joanie Mahoney to serve as Director of the Office of 
Environment for Onondaga County in March of 2015. Glazier is responsible for County policy matters related 
to environmental protection, rehabilitation, and preservation. In addition, the Director acts as the liaison 
between the county, state and federal governments, as well as private interests, in environmental matters on 
behalf of the County Executive.
Email: travisglazier@ongov.net					     Phone: 315-435-2647

Travis Glazier, Director | Onondaga County Office of Environment

Holly Granat serves as the Environmental Policy Analyst within Onondaga County’s Office of Environment. 
In her current position, she is responsible for grant writing, regulatory reporting and project management of 
Superfund, brownfield projects, and natural resource policy development. Holly holds a B.A. in Psychology and 
Public Justice from SUNY Oswego, an M.S. in Forest and Natural Resource Management from SUNY College 
of Environmental Science and Forestry and an M.P.A. from Syracuse University’s Maxwell School of Public 
Administration. 
Email: HollyGranat@gmail.com					     Phone: 315-435-8497

Holly Granat, Environmental Policy Analyst | Onondaga County Office of Environment
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Mark Gregor, MS, MPA, is the Manager of Municipal Environmental Programs at LaBella Associates, where he 
focuses on providing a wide range of funding, strategy development, and technical assistance to municipalities 
dealing with complex brownfield challenges and opportunities. He joined LaBella in 2017 after a 32 year career 
managing environmental, sustainability, and brownfield programs for the City of Rochester, NY.
Email: mgregor@labellapc.com					     Phone: 585-295-6651

Mark Gregor, Manager of Municipal Environmental Programs | LaBella Associates



Owen Kerney currently serves as an Assistant Director in the Syracuse – Onondaga County Planning Agency. 
He leads the City’s Planning Division, which focuses on urban planning and design, historic preservation, 
public art, and sustainability initiatives to promote and enhance the livability and prosperity of the City of 
Syracuse.
Email: okerney@syrgov.net						      Phone: 315-448-8110

Owen Kerney, Assistant Director, City Planning | Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency

Michael Katz has more than 25 years of experience in the repackaging and redevelopment of surplus corporate 
facilities. He has expertise in turnaround and brownfield situations. Michael's process incorporates both public 
and private stakeholders in the formulation of plans. He also leads Actio's team in all shepherding actions 
required to implement solutions. 
Email: Michaelk@actiocaa.com					     Phone: 212-960-3705

Michael Katz, Principal | Actio Corporate Asset Advisors

As Deputy Director of CCLR, Jean Hamerman manages the delivery of brownfield redevelopment assistance 
services under an EPA Technical Assistance to Brownfield (TAB) communities provider grant. Jean works 
to develop public-private partnerships and oversees communications, fundraising, and strategic initiatives 
for CCLR. Prior to CCLR, Jean was a banking and small business development professional, later developing 
expertise in energy-efficiency in the built environment.
Email: jean.hamerman@cclr.org					     Phone: 646-712-0535

Jean Hamerman, Deputy Director | Center for Creative Land Recycling (CCLR)

Matthew Marko is the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Director for Region 7, 
which covers a 9-county area (from Lake Ontario to Pennsylvania) in Central New York. He is a New York 
State licensed Professional Engineer, an American Academy of Environmental Engineers Board Certified 
Environmental Engineer, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees at SUNY College of Environmental Science 
and Forestry.
Email: matthew.marko@dec.ny.gov					     Phone: 315-426-7403

Matthew Marko, Region 7 Director | New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

John McAuliffe is a Honeywell’s Remediation Director with responsibility for Honeywell activities involving 
Onondaga Lake, its associated sites, and former Allied Signal properties. His special interests include 
environmental stewardship and green remediation. He began his career as an Environmental Engineer with the 
consulting firm of O’Brien & Gere in Syracuse, NY. Subsequently, he was with Parsons in Liverpool, NY, for 17 
years as a Project Manager and Vice President and NY Operations Manager.

John McAuliffe, Remediation Director | Honeywell

Christian Mercurio is part of the team at Mohawk Valley EDGE responsible for site development and business 
expansion in the Utica-Rome metro area, including the management and stewardship of Griffiss Business 
& Technology Park. Working with municipalities and private sector stakeholders, Christian's focus is on 
brownfields, green infrastructure, and downtown revitalization.
Email: cmercurio@mvedge.org					     Phone: 315-338-0393

Christian Mercurio, VP, Planning & Development | Mohawk Valley EDGE
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Bruce Rasher is responsible for managing the redevelopment, sale and lease of the Trust’s properties in 
consultation with the Trustee and federal, state and local officials. He previously served as Vice President of CB 
Richard Ellis, Inc., the world’s largest real estate services firm. He was based in Detroit and managed CBRE’s 
North American manufacturing and brownfields specialty practice groups. He is the former mayor of Marshall, 
Michigan.
Email: brasher@racertrust.org 		

Bob Murray represents developers, municipal entities, and companies in financing and leasing related to real 
estate development and expansion. He handles structured financing involving straight-lease transactions and 
bond transactions involving industrial development agencies. His practice also includes counseling clients on the 
State Environmental Quality Review Act with respect to land use issues.
Email: rm urray@harrisbeach.com     Phone: 716-200-5180

Bruce Rasher, Redevelopment Manager | Racer Trust

Bob Murray, Partner, Economic Development | Harris Beach PLLC

Houtan Moaveni is currently serving the dual role of Senior Advisor to the President for Strategy and Clean 
Energy Siting, as well as, the New York State Distributed Generation Interconnection Ombudsman at New 
York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA). Mr. Moaveni is an accomplished energy 
professional with over 16 years of experience in solar energy from design, analysis and operation to policy, 
planning, program design, and implementation. He has a proven track record of successfully delivering a wide-
range of solar initiatives supporting the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), states, utilities, and public service 
commissioners. His work has been recognized over the years by several prestigious awards. 
Email: houtan.moaveni@nyserda.ny.gov				    Phone: 212-971-5342 

Houtan Moaveni, Senior Advisor to the President for Strategy and Clean Energy Siting | New York State 
Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA)

Mike Reese has worked in the field of economic development in New York State for the past 39 years. Mr. Reese 
has experience working at County and Regional Local Development Corporations, as well as NYS. 
Email: Michael.Reese@esd.ny.gov					     Phone: 315-793-2366

Michael Reese, Regional Director | Empire State Development

Honora Spillane is the Deputy Commissioner of the City of Syracuse Department of Neighborhood and 
Business Development. The Business Development Division manages the City of Syracuse Industrial 
Development Agency, Syracuse Economic Development Corporation, and provides services to City businesses 
to start, grow, and expand in Syracuse. She has a background working in communications and marketing in 
Los Angeles, Boston, and London. She received a BS in Communications, cum laude, from Boston University, 
an MPA from the Maxwell School of Citizenship & Public Affairs and a JD from Syracuse University College 
of Law. She is a licensed attorney in New York State and sits on the boards of the Northeast Economic 
Development Association and Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County.
Email: hspillane@syrgov.net						      Phone: 315-448-8028

Honora Spillane, Deputy Commissioner | City of Syracuse, NY
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Mr. Sweet has been with NDC for nearly 12 years. He provides technical assistance, asset management, and 
funding for economic development, housing, and community development projects primarily in New York and 
Pennsylvania.
Email: rsweet@ndconline.org						     Phone: 607-677-0852

Robert (Bud) Sweet, Field Director | National Development Council

Lya Theodoratos is the Brownfields Coordinator for USEPA Region 2. She has managed the Brownfields 
Program since 1999 for both New Jersey and New York, focusing on Western New York. In this role, she 
provides assistance and technical expertise for assessment, cleanup and revolving loan fund grants. She 
spearheads Roundtable meetings for Brownfields grants recipients in New York State, oversees the annual 
Brownfields proposal guidelines workshops, and conducts extensive outreach to municipalities in the region. 
Email: theodoratos.lya@epa.gov					     Phone: 212-637-3260

Lya Theodoratos, Brownfields Project Officer | U.S. EPA Region 2

Alpha Analytical is committed to timely, responsive customer service. We are staffed and 
equipped to routinely handle large projects and tight schedules with the utmost accuracy. 
The majority of our work is completed with a turnaround time of five days or less. The 
most reliable rush turnaround time in the industry!

Four  

Service Centers located in Upstate New York - Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse and Albany. 

Fourteen 

Couriers to pick up and transport your samples to the laboratory - same day as collected. 

Recognized for Rush Reliable Turnaround! 

1.800.624.9220 

www.alphalab.com 

Looking for an Environmental Laboratory for your most 
demanding applications? 
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110 W. �aye�e Street , Suite 1000 
Syracuse, NY  13202   ▪   315.422.1500   

Bousquet �olstein’s Brownfield Prac�ce �roup 
works extensively with investors, developers, 

with New York’s Brownfield Cleanup Program. 
Since the BCP’s 2003 enactment, Phil Bousquet 
and his team have counseled developers, 
investors, and other stakeholders to plan and 
structure BCP projects and transac�ons, and to 
claim tax incen�ves available under the BCP. 
We have worked with BCP projects of all sizes 
throughout the State and the five boroughs of 
New York City, represen�ng more than �3.5 
billion of pending and completed project costs.  

�or more informa�on, contact  
Philip S. Bousquet at (315) 701 ‐ 6309 or 

phil@bhlawpllc.com.  

Visit www.bhlawpllc.com.  

HARRIS BEACH IS A PROUD 
SPONSOR OF THE CENTER FOR 
CREATIVE LAND RECYCLING
To learn more about Economic Development incentives 
for your brownfield redevelopment project, contact  
Bob Murray or Joe Picciotti at 800.685.1429

333 West Washington Street, Suite 200 
Syracuse, NY 13202  |  harrisbeach.com
Albany   Buffalo   Ithaca   Melville   New York City    
Rochester   Saratoga Springs   Syracuse   Uniondale   
White Plains   New Haven, CT   Newark, NJ

ALBANY   BUFFALO   CHAUTAUQUA   GARDEN CITY   NEW YORK   ROCHESTER   WASHINGTON, DC  

WATERLOO REGION | CANADA   PHILLIPSLYTLE.COM

Phillips Lytle is pleased to support Igniting Revitalization 
Through Land Reuse. We join the Center for Creative 

Land Recycling in its commitment to advancing sustainable 
redevelopment projects for economic revitalization.

© 2018 Phillips Lytle LLP 




