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CREATIVE PLACEMAKING

òStrengthening communities with arts at the coreó

- National Endowment for the Arts



CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
Arts, culture, and design can help to strengthen 
communities by:

ÁBringing new attention to or elevate key 
community assets and issues, voices of residents, 
local history, or cultural infrastructure.

Á Injecting new or additional energy, resources, 
activity, people, or enthusiasm into a place, 
community issue, or local economy.

ÁEnvisioning new possibilities for a community or 
place - a new future, a new way of overcoming 
a challenge, or approaching problem -solving.

ÁConnecting communities, people, places, and 
economic opportunity via physical spaces or 
new relationships.

Á - NEA



The Saint Rest 
Neighborhood

ϐŎƀǵǙŎƀσǡϐƖƳǵǙƨŝȔϐǭƳϐŎƳƦƦǵƨƆǭȔϐŕŝȍŝƝƳǖƦŝƨǭϐįƨŕϐ
re-branding a neighborhood

By Cherella Nicholson and Pastor DJ Criner 



Culture, Community and 
Context 



Identifying the community 
need



Brownfield Planning Grant and 
leveraging resources: City of Fresno, 
Environmental Protection Agency







St Rest 
Plaza here



Leveraging Partnerships and 
Policies - Part I



Future Phases, 
Community 
Engagement and 
Community Art
Pastor DJ Criner 





Interim Use of the Food to 
Share Hub



Leveraging Partnerships and 
Policies - Part II



Continuous Community 
Engagement 







Art of the Neighborhood



St Rest 
Plaza here
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KDI is a non-profit design and community 

development organization.

We partner with under-resourced communities to 

advance equity and activate the unrealized 

potential in neighbourhoods and cities.

ļŰŽő-ŴļŚ- "kun-coo-ee"

to get to know something intimately

KDI





The Issue



Free Lots Angeles
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Adopt-A-Lot
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Adopt-A-Lot



The Process







Watts Before


