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What Are We Going To Discuss Today?

● Quick recap on Brownfield Basics Part 1

● Where are the brownfields? 

● What funding is available? 

● How do you work with regulatory agencies to reduce 
environmental uncertainties? 

● How do you build reuse partnerships? 

● How much funding is available and how can you apply? 

● How can you access free assistance? 
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Key Points From Part 1

● Brownfields are:
● Vacant or underutilized properties

● Known to be, or thought to be contaminated

● Where incentives can encourage investment 

● Where reuses can be responsive to environmental justice 

● Addressing brownfields can revitalize a community by creating 
safer and healthier spaces and spurs economic growth

● Overcoming brownfield challenges:
● Organize a team and stakeholders

● Develop a vision

● Break down into work into phases

● Estimate costs

● Identify funding
4



Where Are The Brownfields?

● Existing/planned projects on sites that may have environmental 

concerns

● Next to, or near, a site that may have environmental concerns

● Regulatory agency databases: Federal, State, and Local
● USEPA Cleanups in My Community Maps and Lists

● California DTSC’s EnviroStor

● California Regional Water Quality Control Board’s GeoTracker

● Planning/zoning department plans

● Former California Redevelopment Agencies - Long-Range 

Management Plans

● Local/community knowledge on past uses
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https://www.epa.gov/cleanups/cleanups-my-community#map
https://envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/
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What Funding Is Available For Brownfields Reuse?
E

P
A • MARC 

•Multipurpose, 
Assessment, Revolving 
Loan, and Cleanup Grants 

•FY2023 Funding – 2023 
solicitation open now!

• TBAs
•Targeted Brownfield 
Assessment Grants

• Job Training Grants
•Learn more

• 128(a) Funding
•State and Tribal Response 
Training Grants

D
TS

C • ECRG
•Equitable Community 
Revitalization Grant

•Round 2 opening 
mid-January

• RLF Grant
•Revolving Loan Fund 
Grant program

O
th

er

• Strategic Growth Council
•Affordable Housing and 
Sustainable Communities 
(AHSC)

•Transformative Climate 
Communities (TCC) Program

•Climate Change Research (CCR)
• CA State Water Resources 

Control Board
•Site Cleanup Subaccount 
Program

•Orphan Site Cleanup Fund
• California Department of 

Housing and Community 
Development
• Infill Infrastructure Grant 
Program

•USDA, IBank, CALtrans, CA 
Parks

See full catalogue 
of CA funding 
opportunities 

here!

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-epa-brownfield-grant-funding
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-epa-brownfield-grant-funding
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-epa-brownfield-grant-funding
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/multipurpose-assessment-rlf-and-cleanup-marc-grant-application-resources#Open%20Solicitations
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/targeted-brownfields-assessments-tba
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/targeted-brownfields-assessments-tba
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-job-training-jt-grants
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/state-and-tribal-response-program-grants
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/state-and-tribal-response-program-grants
https://dtsc.ca.gov/ecrg/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/ecrg/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/revolving-loan-fund-rlf-program/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/revolving-loan-fund-rlf-program/
https://sgc.ca.gov/programs/ahsc/
https://sgc.ca.gov/programs/ahsc/
https://sgc.ca.gov/programs/ahsc/
https://sgc.ca.gov/programs/tcc/
https://sgc.ca.gov/programs/tcc/
https://sgc.ca.gov/programs/climate-research/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/scap/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/scap/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/oscf.html
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-and-funding/programs-active/infill-infrastructure-grant
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-and-funding/programs-active/infill-infrastructure-grant
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/regional-planning/sustainable-transportation-planning-grants
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29752
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29752
https://cfcc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022-Spring-CFCC-Handbook-Final.pdf
https://cfcc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022-Spring-CFCC-Handbook-Final.pdf
https://cfcc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022-Spring-CFCC-Handbook-Final.pdf
https://cfcc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022-Spring-CFCC-Handbook-Final.pdf


How Do You Start The Environmental Process?
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• Identify a site
• Research current and past uses
• Retain an environmental consultant
• Conduct a Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessment or a Preliminary Endangerment 
Assessment

• If environmental issues are identified,     
work with a regulatory agency



How Do You Work With A California Regulatory Agency?

Options:
• Local Oversight Agency 
• Regional Water Quality Control Board
• Department of Toxic Substances Control
• Agencies will work together to determine the best 

agency
• Fee-for-service agreements or orders
• Project Manager will direct your environmental 

consultant
• End goal is “No Further Action” 
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https://dtsc.ca.gov/local-agency-resources/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/rwqcb7/water_issues/programs/brownfields/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/brownfields/voluntary-agreements-quick-reference-guide/
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What Is The 
Investigation 
And Cleanup 
Process?

For more information, refer to our Quick Reference Guides

https://dtsc.ca.gov/office-of-brownfields-quick-reference-guides/


What Are The Regulators Looking For?
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What Does “No Further Action” Mean?

• No more investigation or cleanup needed
• No more investigation or cleanup needed:

• if site is only used for commercial or industrial purposes
• if an engineering control, like a vapor barrier, is maintained
• if special conditions are met

• Conditions accompanied with long-term perpetual 
requirements
• Land Use Covenants
• Operation and Maintenance plans and agreements
• Operation and Maintenance plans and agreements require financial 

set-asides
• Compare cost of unconditional NFA with the cost of the long 

term stewardship 
12
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Local Government Role 
in Brownfield Reuse

• Create Plans
• Develop and Implement 

Programs and Projects
• Activate Partnerships
• Plan and Develop Infrastructure, 

Amenities and Mitigations 
• Provide Financial Assistance

• Connect to Resources
• Apply for Grants
• Create Financing 

Opportunities

• Project Support 
• Coordinate with other 

governmental agencies
• Site promotion/marketing
• Expedite permit review
• Consider Fee Waivers

• Catalyze reuse
• Develop specific plans
• Acquire strategic 

properties
• Issue RFP/RFQ
• Act as Development 

Partner



Partners in Brownfields Reuse
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• Governmental agencies: federal, state, regional, 
county, local and districts

• Community-based / grassroots / Faith based 
organizations / neighborhood organizations

• Local business and property owners, and Chamber of 
Commerce

• Colleges and universities
• Parks, open space and trails, bike and pedestrian
• Arts and culture community
• Consultants - planning, sustainability and 

environmental
• CDFI and Lenders
• Real estate development professionals - for- and 

non-profit



What Are Brownfields 
Grants?

1. Funding for  assessment, cleanup, Revolving 
Loan Fund (RLF) and environmental job 
training
a. Provides technical assistance for cleanup and 

reuse planning and offers technical assistance via 
contractors working directly for EPA

2. Department of Toxic Substance Control 
(DTSC) – Equitable Community Revitalization 
Grant (ECRG)
a. ECRG will provide more than $250 million in 

grants to incentivize cleanup and investment in 
disadvantaged areas of California

b. The next round of the ECRG will begin late 
2022/early 2023

15
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Public Funding Opportunities

• Historic Preservation Grants

• HUD Community Development 
Block Grant 

• Tax Increment Financing 
Districts

• Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

• Inflation Reduction Act

• DOI, USDA, DOE, DOT
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Active EPA MARC Solicitations 

Multi-purpose Revolving 
Loan Fund 

(RLF)

CleanupAssessment

Due Tuesday
November 22!!



Anticipated EPA MARC Grant Offerings
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Eligible Entities
● State 
● Tribe 
● General Purpose Unit of Local Government
● Quasi Governmental Entities
● Regional Council established under governmental 

authority
● Group of General-Purpose Units of Local Government 
● Redevelopment Agency chartered by a state
● Nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
● Qualified community development entity 45D(c)(1)

Individual entities, for-profit organizations, and nonprofit 
organizations exempt from taxation under section 501(c)(4) of the 

Internal Revenue Code that lobby are not eligible to receive 
Brownfields Grants.



KEY CHANGES in FY23?

• Multipurpose & RLF  - BOTH available this year
• Three types of Assessment grants available

• Communitywide ($500,000)
• State & Tribal ($2M)
• Assessment Coalition - one applicant with 2 partners that 

do not have capacity ($1M) 
• New communities encouraged to apply
• Enhanced State letter required for cleanup grants  
• Competitive procurement required
• Cleanup Grants funded between $500,000 - $2M
• Majority of activities must be environmental
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Anticipated Timeline

• November 22, 2022:  Application deadline
• May 2023: Selections announced 
• June – September 2023: Workplans and grant paperwork 

finalized
• September – October 2023: Grants awarded/funds 

become available

Grant 
applications    
submitted 
& reviewed

Grant selections 
announced

Workplans 
submitted & Grants 

awarded

Grant 
guidelines 

posted

fall winter spring summer
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Targeted Brownfields Assessments

• Rolling Application 
• Online application (3 pages)
• Contractor Assistance (not a grant)
• Phase I & Phase II environmental site 

assessment 
• Near-term redevelopment
• Assist communities with environmental 

justice concerns & serve public good
• Leveraged funding for redevelopment
• Limited funding per site ($100,000+)
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• Property Assets and Barriers
• Market Feasibility Study
• Infrastructure Evaluation
• Site Reuse Vision
• Conceptual Site Design
• Funding & Finance Plan
• Labor Market Analysis and 

Economic Research
• Climate Resiliency and 

Sustainable Reuse
• Community Engagement

Technical Assistance

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=alameda+landing&view=detailv2&qpvt=alameda+landing&id=AE42A14ED14B06E83B65E497534E5B626D3F7FAE&selectedIndex=1&ccid=Xs7O4ypC&simid=607999333691425575&thid=OIP.M5ececee32a42a2f8bd0a6767485a6c61o0


Equitable Community 
Revitalization Grant

Brownfield Basics Part 2

October 2022



Equitable Community Revitalization Grant We EnCouRaGe environmental investigation 
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Equitable Community 
Revitalization Grant 

(ECRG)
$270.50

Discovery and 
Enforcement (D&E) $152.00

Orphan Sites $40.00
Workforce 

Development program $4.00

Technical Assistance 
Grants $3.50

Community Benefits 
Agreement (CBA) $0.80

Cleanup In Vulnerable Communities Initiative

• In 2021, Gov. Gavin Newsom 
signed the Cleanup In 
Vulnerable Communities 
Initiative (CVCI)

• Allocated $500 million to 
expedite the cleanup and 
beneficial reuse of idled 
properties that may be 
contaminated

• Prioritized properties in 
historically vulnerable and 
disadvantaged communities 

https://dtsc.ca.gov/cleanup-in-vulnerable-communities-initiative-cvci/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/cleanup-in-vulnerable-communities-initiative-cvci/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/cleanup-in-vulnerable-communities-initiative-cvci/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/ecrg/
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Cleanup In Vulnerable Communities Initiative 

Program Funding 
Allocation Lead Purpose  Schedule Priority Areas Special 

Considerations
Anticipated Equitable 

Outcomes

Equitable 
Community 

Revitalization 
Grant (ECRG)

$270.5 M Maryam 
Tasnif-Abba

si

Provide grants for environmental 
assessment, investigation to tribes, 
nonprofits and public entities who 

own on control land, in underserved 
communities, that is slated for reuse 

and revitalization.

Applications will be accepted 
late January through early April 
2022, and decisions on funding 

made in late spring. Future 
application schedules will be 
announced in summer 2022.

California communities with CES 
scores of 75% or higher.

Tribes, rural counties, communities 
that have recently experienced 

natural disasters, and other 
communities that have plans to 

support a vulnerable and 
disadvantaged population.

Revitalization of communities through 
safe recycling of contaminated land, 
while encouraging and incentivizing 

equitable development.

Discovery and 
Enforcement 

(D&E) ~$152 M Rafat 
Abbasi

To investigate and cleanup 
environmental releases associated 
with dry-cleaning operations, with a 
focus on distressed communities with 
high pollution burdens and adverse 

socio-economic conditions.

Environmental evaluations began 
in summer of 2022. 

California communities with CES 3.0 
scores of 75% or higher and 

proximity to residential areas, 
schools, hospitals, child-care 

facilities or senior centers.

Proximity to sensitive receptors.

Revitalization of communities by 
investigating and cleaning up sites 

located in distressed communities that 
have historically carried high pollution 

burdens.

Orphan Sites ~$40M

Various 
Teams 

across the 
state

To investigate sites that pose 
imminent and substantial 

endangerment with releases of 
cancer-causing chemicals and have 
no financially viable parties to fund 

the investigation and cleanup. 

21 projects have varying 
schedules.

Sites that have cancer-causing 
chemicals that may impact 

drinking water supplies, indoor air, 
and/or soil. Some sites may pose a 
threat to community where they 

are located.

Small business owners/families who 
do not have financial resources to 
address environmental issues on 

their property.

Prevent or minimize exposure from 
cancer-causing chemicals primarily in 

communities that have historically carried 
high pollution burdens. 

Workforce 
Development 

program
~$4.0 M Andres 

Martinez 

To provide job opportunities to 
communities where CVCI work will be 

conducted.  With support from 
regional training partners, the 

program will facilitate certification, 
education, and trainings to provide a 

pathway to CVCI-related 
employment.

DTSC will host community input 
and outreach meetings in late 

2022.

California communities with CES 
scores of 75% or higher.

Environmental Justice 
communities and Tribal 

communities.

Provide communities with an 
opportunities for sustainable employment 
in the environmental industry by providing 

local talent with the skillset to safely 
conduct the work proposed in the 

initiative.

Technical 
Assistance 

Grants ~$3.5 M

Alexander 
(Ed) 

Morelan

Provide grants for a subject-matter 
expert to build community capacity 

and knowledge on technical 
activities performed under DTSC’s 

oversight. 

Program in development stages. 
Tentative schedule for 

pre-qualification applications 
expected in Fall 2022. Full roll-out 
currently anticipated in mid 2023.

Sites with CES scores of 75% or 
higher, where DTSC is providing 

regulatory oversight of 
environmental activities.

Sites with CES scores of 75% or 
higher, where DTSC is providing 

regulatory oversight of 
environmental activities.

Encourages community awareness, 
education, and engagement on 

environmental challenges, and facilitates 
an asset-based community capacity 

building approach.

Community 
Benefits 

Agreement 
(CBA)

~$800,000 Mera Golo

Establish a program to integrate 
Community Benefit Agreements with 

DTSC’s oversight of sites in 
communities with high environmental 

burdens and proximity to sensitive 
receptors, by directing benefits to 
the affected community that go 

beyond traditional concepts.

Pilot test of the Community 
Benefit Agreements is anticipated 

in 2023

California communities with CES 
scores of 75% or higher for the pilot 

program

Tribes, rural counties, communities 
that have recently experienced 

natural disasters, and other 
communities that have plans to 

support a vulnerable and 
disadvantaged population

By focusing pilot program efforts on the 
most impacted communities, DTSC will 

ensure that the Community Benefit 
Agreements approach will prioritize and 
anticipate the needs of areas with the 

greatest cumulative environmental 
burdens.

https://dtsc.ca.gov/ecrg/
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What is the Equitable Community Revitalization Grant?

• $270 million in reimbursement grants
• Currently in second of three rounds
• Incentivize cleanup and investment in 

disadvantaged areas
• Public entities, nonprofits and Tribes can 

conduct:
• Community-wide assessments
• Environmental investigations
• Environmental cleanups

• Apply online via a competitive process

https://dtsc.ca.gov/ecrg/
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How Do We Define Disadvantaged Areas?

• Highest priority to CalEnviroScreen 
4.0 score of 75% and higher

• Consider applications below the CES 
score of 75%:

• only if primary goal is to support a 
vulnerable population or community 

• CES score of 50% or below highly 
disfavored 

https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen
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What Are The ECRG Basics?

• Eligible public entities, Tribes and nonprofits may apply for:

• Community-wide assessments: $350,000

• Site-specific investigations: $80,000-$3 million

• Site-specific cleanups: $80,000-$7 million

• Reason to believe that site is, or may be, contaminated

• Must have reuse plans that incorporate equitable development principles

• Funding term is 2 years

• Payments via reimbursement

• Regulatory oversight required for Site-specific investigations and 
Site-specific cleanups

• CERCLA liability defense
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What Are The Major Differences Between ECRG Rounds 1 And 2?

• Eligibility Self-Check Tool instead of Pre-Application

• About $100M available instead of $70.5M

• CWAs fixed at $350k, with increased grantee staff time allocation

• CalEnviroScreen 4.0 instead of 3.0

• Letter from Water Board/AB 304 Local Agencies if DTSC not lead 
agency

• Applicant must be a party to the regulatory oversight agreement

• Working on process for inclusion of certain Water Board orders

• 60% spend requirements for existing ECRGrantees
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What Are We Looking For In ECRG Round 2 Applications?

● Preference to high CalEnviroScreen score areas

● High-impact projects that provide community benefits

● Projects where ECRG funds are critical to move forward

● Equitable development commitments and metrics

● More Tribes

● Better geographic representation 
● Central Valley
● Inland Empire
● Coachella Valley
● Far North
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What Is The ECRG Round 2 Schedule?

● Release ECRG Eligibility Self-Check Tool in late October
● ECRGenius Webinars

● Educational Series: Brownfields Basics Part 1 – October 3rd 
● Educational Series: Brownfields Basics Part 2 – October 11th 
● Application Series: Regulatory Oversight Agreements – October 20th 
● Application Series: Eligibility Self-Check Tool– October 27th 

● Aiming to release guidelines in late December
● Applications will open in January
● Application deadline in March 
● Decisions released in June
● Agreements executed in June/July
● Authorization to spend on date agreement is executed

https://dtsc.ca.gov/ecrg-new-applicant-resources/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkcuyrqT4qH9F7Dxok4XGgEQsjfY-Ap5GS
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctdOGsqj0jH9ByznutDoNt3-m7jR0aFQIh
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtfuivpj4uEtfVRawFr8MeoCoeYkGSlBv6
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcu6tpzktHtWKWw84eTzgeiRw_DSElXP9
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One Page Guide

NEW Round 2 Guide

https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2022/09/ECRG-Round-2-Guide.pdf
https://www.cclr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/DTSC_one-pager_9.14-_FINAL2.pdf
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How Can You Prepare For Your ECRG Application?

● Use the resources on the ECRG website
● Use the ECRG Eligibility Self-Check Tool 

○ Collect the information needed for the application
○ Gather documents needed

● Participate in ECRGenius webinars
● Work with our Brownfield Technical Assistance Provider (B-TAP), 

the Center for Creative Land Recycling

https://dtsc.ca.gov/ecrg/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/ecrg-new-applicant-resources/
https://www.cclr.org/
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How To Get ECRG Assistance?

● Work with the Center for Creative Land Recycling (CCLR or “See 
Clear”)

● Set up an appointment for:
○ Early stage ECRG project envisioning

○ Site eligibility verification

○ Discussion on ECRG application focus areas

○ Getting answers to specific questions on the ECRG

○ Building a  better ECRG application

○ Application pre-submittal review

Working with CCLR dramatically increases ECRG success
95% of applicants who worked CCLR got ECRG funding

https://calendly.com/d/dyj-qxk-z7v?mc_cid=a8f14c7ff3&mc_eid=2b8a5c9bbc


ECRG Related Inquiries
Learn more about ECRG and Set up 
an appointment for:
• Early stage ECRG project envisioning
• Site eligibility verification
• Discussion on ECRG application focus 

areas
• Getting answers to specific questions on 

the ECRG
• Building a  better ECRG application
• Application pre-submittal review

Contact us by emailing ECRG@cclr.org 

Sign up for the ECRG Mailing list

Other Land Reuse Inquires
Learn more about CCLR technical assistance services and 
Peruse our land reuse resources library

Contact us by filling out the Ask the Expert form on our 
website or emailing us at info@cclr.org 

Subscribe to CCLR’s regional or national newsletter

Contact CCLR! CCLR is the Brownfields Technical Assistance Provider (B-TAP) for ECRG 
and the Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB)Provider for EPA in EPA Regions 9 and 10

How Do I Get Brownfields Assistance?
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• Identifying, inventorying, and prioritizing 
brownfields for redevelopment

• Creating strategic plans, work plans, and 
setting goals

• Navigating regulatory requirements
• Identifying creative funding/financing 
• Marketing sites to purchasers or developers

CCLR is 
reviewing MARC 

Applications 
now! Learn 

More!

https://dtsc.ca.gov/ecrg/
https://calendly.com/d/dyj-qxk-z7v?mc_cid=a8f14c7ff3&mc_eid=2b8a5c9bbc
https://calendly.com/d/dyj-qxk-z7v?mc_cid=a8f14c7ff3&mc_eid=2b8a5c9bbc
mailto:ECRG@cclr.org
https://cclr.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=fca125fffa293ae5b86bf6d25&id=85b27d5eb1
https://www.cclr.org/programs/technical-assistance
https://www.cclr.org/resources
mailto:info@cclr.org
https://cclr.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=fca125fffa293ae5b86bf6d25&id=b5ce7d869a
https://www.cclr.org/programs/grant-review
https://www.cclr.org/programs/grant-review


Questions?
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