
The Art of ARC
Tips for drafting and submitting a 
Brownfields Grant Application in FY25

U.S. EPA Region 9 – Brownfields and Land Revitalization

The Center for Creative Land Recycling

The Sierra Institute for Community and Environment

THIS IS A RECORDED WEBINAR, WATCH NOW

https://youtu.be/wS8fwLlsdlo?si=NvoUcDBcdu3l2jfy


Agenda Zoom Reminders

1. Changes to the NOFO

2. Important Data Tools

3. Notes for Non-Profit Applicants 

4. Notes for Cleanup Grant Applicants

5. Center for Creative Land Recycling

6. Discussion and Q&A

Mute your
MICROPHONE

during the 
presentation

Place your 
QUESTIONS

in the
CHAT BOX

*Slides and recording will be available 

on our website.

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/r9#:~:text=The%20Brownfields%20Program%20in%20Region,Islands%20and%20148%20tribal%20nations.


DISCLAIMER

During open solicitation, EPA personnel may respond to questions 

regarding threshold eligibility criteria, administrative issues related 

to the submission of the application, and requests for clarification 

about the announcement. However, EPA personnel cannot meet 

with individual applicants to discuss draft applications, provide 

informal comments on draft applications, or provide advice to 

applicants on how to respond to Narrative/ranking criteria. CCLR 

personnel can review and provide comments on draft 
applications, including responses to the Narrative/ranking criteria.



FY 2025 Brownfields Grant Types
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Community Wide Assessment (CWA)

CWA for States and Tribes

Assessment Coalition

Cleanup

Revolving Loan Fund

• Remediation, reuse planning, regulatory 
oversight fees.

• $500K, $2M, and $4M 
• Applicant must be owner of the site, 

completed a Phase II ESA, not considered RP

• Funding to support brownfields cleanups 
through low/no interest loans and subgrants

• $1M + supplemental funding over time
• Applicant must be able to manage loans and 

subgrants (priv. owned sites can receive loans)

• Brownfields inventory, Phase I/II environmental site 
assessments, community engagement, cleanup/reuse 
planning.

• $500K 

NO COST SHARE – while BIL 
funding is available

• Brownfields inventory, Phase I/II environmental site 
assessments, community engagement, cleanup/reuse 
planning.

• $2M – only available to States and Tribal Nations 

• Brownfields inventory, Phase I/II environmental site 
assessments, community engagement, cleanup/reuse 
planning.

• $1.2M - one lead member, 2-4 partners



NOFO Changes 
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1. Multipurpose Grants 
are NOT being offered 

this year.

2. Tribes are no longer 
required to follow 

federal procurement 
guidelines.

3. Entities that were 
awarded a FY22-24 

CWAGST are not eligible 
to apply for Coalition or 

CWA in FY25.

4. Drawdown requirements 
must be met by Oct. 1st, 

2024. CWAGST applicants 
must have drawn down 

60% - reduced from 70%

Full Summary of Changes

5. Coalition applicants must 
have at least one non-
lead member who has 

never had a MARC grant.

6. Section for Cleanup 
applicants to demonstrate 

eligibility for a site with HBM 
that has not been released 

outdoors.

Applications due

November 14th
11:59 ET

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/marc-grant-application-resources
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CEJST (Climate and Economic 

Justice Screening Tool)

EJ Screen

Presents data as a continuum of 
burden and vulnerability. Results in 

the form of percentiles.

Census Tracts identified as 
disadvantaged or not based on 8 
different indicators of burden.
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Other Data Tools

●Environmental Justice Screening & Mapping Tool 
(EJScreen)
●Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CJEST)
●American Community Survey (ACS) Census
●EPA Cleanups in My Community 

●FEMA National Risk Index (NRI) 

●Bureau of Labor Statistics: Unemployment
●Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) 
●National League of Cities Federal Grant Navigation 
Equity Dashboard
●ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Constrained, 
Employed) National Overview 

●Repeated: EJ Screen , CJEST, CDC SVI, Census 
●IPCC Data Distribution Center (DDC) 
●National Cancer Institute Statistics
●ASTDR Portal 
●CDC National Vital Statistics System (NVSS) 
●City-Health Dashboard

●Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) 
Data Warehouse 
●National Institute of Diabetes (NIDDK) Statistics 
●Office of Minority Health SVI 
●Radon Zone Map 

Target Area and Priority Site Description

Community Need and Sensitive Population Info

https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/
https://www.epa.gov/cleanups/cleanups-my-community
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/
https://www.bls.gov/bls/unemployment.htm
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/svi/index.html
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/national.league.of.cities/viz/NLCFederalGrantNavigationEquityDashboard/Dashboard
https://www.unitedforalice.org/national-overview
https://www.ipcc-data.org/
https://statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov/
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/index.htm?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fnchs%2Fnvss.htm
https://www.cityhealthdashboard.com/
https://data.hrsa.gov/
https://www.niddk.nih.gov/health-information/health-statistics
https://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/minority-health-svi
https://www.epa.gov/radon/epa-map-radon-zones
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Notes for Non-Profit 
Applicants

Evaluating Capability Prior to Award

1. Financial Stability

2. Quality Management Systems

3. History of Performance

4. Reports and Findings from Previous Audits

5. Ability to effectively implement statutory, 

regulatory, or other requirements imposed 

on non-Federal entities.

Verifying Capability after Award 

Recommendation

1. Fill out EPA Form 6600-09

2. Potential for pre-award or special conditions.

Pre-Award Compliance

https://www.epa.gov/grants/pre-award-compliance-non-profit-organizations
https://www.epa.gov/grants/pre-award-compliance-non-profit-organizations
https://www.epa.gov/grants/pre-award-compliance-non-profit-organizations


Cleanup Grant Eligibility Requirements
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❑ Applicant must be the sole owner of the site

❑ Applicant must be exempt from, or have a defense to 

CERLCA liability at the site

❑ Applicant must be an eligible entity (State, Tribe, Local Gov, 

Non-profit)

❑If applicant is a non-profit entity, must attach your tax-
exempt status

*Reach out to Lisa Hanusiak for eligibility questions



Cleanup Grant Pre-Application Requirements
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❑ Completed Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (or equivalent 
report)

❑ Draft Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA) report or 
equivalent document

❑ Letter from State or Tribal Environmental Authority -ensuring that the 

site is sufficiently characterized and the status of the site in the state or 
Tribal voluntary response program.

❑ Release a Community Notification Ad – must be placed no later than 14 
days before application submission (Nov. 14th, 2024)

❑ Host a Public Meeting – must be held to discuss 

and consider comments on the Cleanup Grant application and draft 

ABCA. Applicants must be able to demonstrate how this feedback 
was considered.



How CCLR Can Help – Grant Review
Help you plan out your application narrative approach 

Help you engage stakeholders and partners

Help you navigate CEJST, EJ Screen, and other data platforms 

Connect you to grantees that have had success in applying for and managing 
MARC grants

Provide resources to help you navigate the application process and craft a 
compelling narrative

Provide a thorough review of your application including multiple rounds of 
edits 



“I learned so much 
through the process of 
working with … CCLR 
and have been able to 
apply my learning to 
other grant applications 
as well!  Thank you for 
your “tough love” and 
constructive feedback!“

-FY2024 Grant Review TA 
Recipient

Example of a completed grant review scoring rubric. This always accompanies a 

redline-edited draft of your application narrative. 



EPA's MARC webpage – Including anticipated 
FY2025 award amounts; updates from the 2025 
solicitation; and guidelines, FAQs, and webinars 
from the FY2024 solicitation. 

CCLR's Tips on Getting Started with MARC – 
Including tips for success and key FY2025 
solicitation updates

CCLR's Successful EPA MARC grant examples

CCLR's Webinar on Writing a MARC application -
Return of the MAC (only covers Multipurpose, 
Assessment, and Cleanup grants offered) and Mr. 
Cleanup (only covers cleanup)

Technical Assistance to Brownfield (TAB) 
Communities Providers - CCLR

Coming Soon! – MARC Grant Helpful Hints 

Resources relevant to FY2025 ARC

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/marc-grant-application-resources
https://www.cclr.org/expert-advice/cclrs-tips-for-getting-started-now-on-fy24-epa-brownfields-grants
https://www.cclr.org/about-us/successful-epa-brownfield-grant-examples
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8a0RhtOkoQ&t=3s
https://youtu.be/MVqW2m0bDHk
https://youtu.be/MVqW2m0bDHk
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-11/tab-brochure_2023.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-11/tab-brochure_2023.pdf
https://www.cclr.org/services


CCLR does much more than just grant review!
Brownfields 101 Training, 

Custom Trainings, and 
Resource Dissemination

•Providing a primer for those 
who have never worked with 
brownfields and/or managed a 
brownfields grant.

•Beginning guide to 
understanding the brownfields 
redevelopment process.

•Understanding liability 
including CERCLA and the 
Brownfields Law.

•Primer on EPA grants and 
other funding opportunities in 
R10.

•Providing custom educational 
workshops or training on 
topics including grant writing, 
procurement, grant reporting, 
etc.

•Manages an online resource 
center with readily available 
information, webinar 
recordings, and documents to 
assist practitioners in 
navigating the different steps 
of the brownfield 
redevelopment process.

Redevelopment Planning

• Identifying, inventorying, and 
prioritizing brownfields for 
redevelopment.

•Creating strategic plans, work 
plans, and setting goals for 
property reuse.

•Assisting communities with 
demographic research, health, 
and environmental data

•Conducting economic market 
and feasibility analysis for 
brownfields properties.

•Helping practitioners assess 
and analyze existing plans 
and conditions to inform area-
wide redevelopment plans.

•Evaluate the potential reuse 
of existing infrastructure; and 
identify sites that can help 
spur revitalization and 
economic development.

Redevelopment Financing; 
Grant Prep/Management; 

Procurement

• Identifying funding 
opportunities and creative 
financing approaches.

•Developing redevelopment 
roadmaps and funding 
matrices.

•Providing guidance during 
brownfields grant application 
preparation.

•Providing thorough review of 
draft grant applications.

•Supporting grant 
management and 
programmatic activities 
including quarterly/annual 
reporting, understanding and 
inputting data into ACRES, 
and reimbursements through 
ASAP.

•Assisting with understanding 
your Cooperative Agreement 
(CA) and Workplan.

•Assisting with and navigating 
the procurement process.

•Developing RFPs and RFQs 
including evaluation criteria 
and process of selecting 
contractors or consultants.

Remediation Support

•Procuring a contractor to 
conduct environmental site 
assessments and due 
diligence.

• Interpreting environmental 
technical reports including 
remedial investigations, 
Phase I and Phase II 
environmental site 
assessments, analysis of 
remediation alternatives, 
feasibility studies, and 
cleanup plans.

•Navigating and interpreting 
regulatory requirements by 
facilitating conversations with 
applicable state agencies.

•Understanding voluntary 
cleanup programs and their 
requirements.

•Assessing potential risk and 
liability associated with a 
brownfield property.

Stakeholder Engagement

•Facilitating and planning 
community involvement 
activities and developing 
community engagement 
plans.

•Helping practitioners 
communicate the reuse 
process, risks, and benefits to 
community stakeholders.

•Connecting and convening 
the community with other 
relevant stakeholders and 
practitioners including agency 
officials, consultants, 
attorneys, and more.

•Assisting with marketing sites, 
including developing Property 
Profile Sheets, to third parties 
interested in purchasing 
properties.

https://www.cclr.org/resources
https://www.cclr.org/resources


Get in Touch and Stay in Touch!

Send your application to 
MARCreview@cclr.org

Schedule a TA call

Subscribe to our 
newsletter and follow us 

on Social

R10 Lead, 

MARC, 
Procurement 

Reuse 

Planning 

EJ programs 
coordinator, TA 

delivery

R9 Lead,
MARC, Reuse 

Planning

Program lead, 

visioning, 

project 

development

EPA MARC 

Review

https://calendly.com/cclr-ta/land-reuse-technical-assistance?month=2024-03
https://www.cclr.org/email-list
https://www.cclr.org/email-list


Indian Valley Wood Products Campus





Discussion

Word Doc format, 

APPLICANT_STATE_GRANT TYPE_Review Request
MARCreview@cclr.org by Friday, November 1st.
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Q&A



21

US EPA The Sierra

Institute

CCLR

Lisa Hanusiak

Hanusiak.lisa@epa.gov

Brooklyn James

James.brooklyn@epa.gov

Che Rubalcava-Cunan 

Crubalcava-

cunan@sierrainstitute.us

Ignacio Dayrit

Ignacio.dayrit@cclr.org

Devyn Rainwater

Devyn.rainwater@cclr.org

To submit an application 

for review:

MARCreview@cclr.org

Contact Info
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