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What are earmarks? 

• Congressional provisions that direct funds to local governments, 
nonprofits, and institutions.

• “Community Project Funding” (in House) vs. “Congressionally Directed 
Projects” (in Senate)

• Submit requests to your Members of Congress, who then select projects 
to submit to appropriations subcommittees

• Every Member has a different timeline, process, and application

• Represent ~1–2% of domestic spending.



Why Earmarks Matter for Brownfields

• Support cleanup and revitalization of 
contaminated sites.

• Fund infrastructure upgrades tied to 
redevelopment.

• Leverage EPA Brownfields 
competitive grants and other 
resources.

• Example brownfields earmark projects:

• Brownfield cleanup tied to new housing 
and mixed-use redevelopment.

• Infrastructure upgrades (water/sewer, 
roads) supporting site reuse.

• Transit access improvements for 
redeveloped sites.

• Community facilities built on former 
industrial land.



Relevant 
Earmark 

Accounts 
for 

Brownfields

• THUD – Community Development Fund

• Interior & Environment EPA – State & Tribal 
Assistance Grants (STAG)

• THUD DOT – Highway Infrastructure 
Projects

• THUD DOT – Transit Infrastructure Grants

• USDA – Rural Community Facilities (rural 
<20K population)

• SBA – Small Business Administration

• Homeland Security FEMA – Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation / BRIC



THUD Economic Development 
Initiative

• Range: $30,000 – $30M (rarely > $7M).

• Recommended ask: ~$1.5M.

• Eligible: revitalization, community facilities, parks, arts/culture, business 
corridors.

• Brownfields cleanup & redevelopment explicitly eligible.

• Target low- and moderate-income areas or beneficiaries (below 80% AMI)

• Example project: $$ for utilities at affordable housing development on 
remediated brownfield property



Interior & 
Environment 

EPA – State & 
Tribal 

Assistance 
Grants (STAG)

• Range: $72,000 – $23.6M.

• Recommended ask: ~$2M.

• Eligible: water, sewer, stormwater 
projects.

• Projects must appear in state IUP.

• Requires 20% non-federal match.

• Example project: $$ to replace failing 
sewer mains and stormwater drains 
that allow runoff and possible 
contaminants to leach into soil and 
groundwater from brownfields site



THUD DOT - Highway Infrastructure 
Project Grants

• Range: $54,000 – $67M.

• Recommended ask: ~$2.5M.

• Eligible: road upgrades, trails, access 
improvements.

• Projects must be in TIP/STIP.

THUD DOT – Transit Infrastructure 
Grants

• Range: $92,000 – $9.5M.

• Recommended ask: ~$1.5M.

• Eligible: station upgrades, electric 
buses, rail expansions.

• Strong fit for brownfield-adjacent 
transit access.



SBA – Small Business Administration

• Range: $69,000 – $5M.

• Recommended ask: ~$500K.

• Eligible: small business support tied to 
redevelopment (e.g., façade programs, 
business incubators).

FEMA – Pre-Disaster Mitigation / BRIC

• Range: $33,000 – $5.1M.

• Recommended ask: ~$1.5M.

• Eligible: flood/hazard mitigation supporting 
site reuse.

• Requires 25% match + state emergency 
mgmt support.

USDA – Rural Community Facilities (rural <20K 
population)

• Range: $17,000 – $6.8M.

• Recommended ask: ~$1M.

• Eligible: community centers, fire stations, 
rural facilities.

• Match required (25–85% depending on 
income/population).



Success Story  Wheeling Gateway & 
Heritage Center

• The City of Wheeling, WV, won $5 million 
FY24 HUD EDI for the Wheeling Gateway 
Center, a new visitors center that will host 
the CVB, a WV Tourism booth, and 
exhibits on Wheeling's history atop a 
former brownfield site.

• An additional $2 million is in FY26 bill 
THUD Highway Infrastructure Project 
account to connect the Gateway Center 
to the 16-mile Wheeling Heritage Trail 
throughout their downtown and develop 
new interpretative signage to 
complement the planned exhibits in the 
Gateway Center.



Keys to a Successful Request

• Demonstrate broad community support (letters, resolutions, 
press).

• Show project readiness (shovel-ready or included in plans like 
TIP/STIP or IUP).

• Provide matching funds where required.

• Align project with Member priorities and committee roles.



Steps for Your Community

• Identify priority brownfield redevelopment projects.

• Match projects to eligible earmark accounts.

• Prepare project forms, briefing sheets, and a priority matrix.

• Meet with House/Senate offices early (starting this fall/winter).

• Be proactive about seeking information on deadlines in early 2026.

• Gather letters of support and stakeholder endorsements.



Key 
Take-

Aways

• Earmarks offer a flexible, alternative 
funding path to competitive grants.

• Brownfields projects fit well under HUD, 
EPA, DOT, and other accounts.

• Start early: Congressional offices will set 
deadlines in March–April 2026.

• Strong local support and readiness will 
maximize success.


