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Setting the Stage

• Investigation and Cleanup

• Considerations

• Schedule

• Cost

• Transaction Context

• Institutional Investor?

• Lender?

• NFA Needed?

• Agency Oversight Options

• DTSC

• Regional Water Quality Control Board

• Certain County Agencies

• Self-Directed
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The New Option: AB 304

• Available to Cities and Counties

• Oversee environmental activities in their 
jurisdictions as local agencies

• Self-Certification 

• Ability to issue a Certificate 
of Completion
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Walking

• Identify sites that could benefit from local agency oversight

• Local Officer

• County Health Officer

• City Health Officer

• County Director of Environmental Health who has 
been granted authority 

• Licensed Professional

• Professional Civil Engineer or Professional Geologist

• May be contract employee

• Technical Staff

• Technical expertise and capabilities

• Submit Self-Certification Form to DTSC and Regional Water Quality Control Board

Through the AB 304 Process

https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2022/03/Local-Agency-Notification-Process-Quick-Reference-Guide-20211220-1.pdf
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AB 304 Operational Requirements

• Intake Forms

• Fee and Fiscal Structure

• T&M or Lump Sum?

• Remedial Action Agreement

• Internal Process for Review and Approval 

• O&M?

• Land Use Covenants?

• GeoTracker Updates

• Required Notifications to DTSC and Regional 
Boards

• Collaboration with DTSC and Regional Boards
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Remedial Action Agreements (RAAs)

• RAA Content

• Provide notice to DTSC and Regional Board of intent to enter into RAA

• Preliminary description of the environmental condition

• 30-day decision timeframe
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Local Agency Notification Requirements

• Public notice 30 days prior to certifying cleanup completion

• DTSC, Regional Boards, local permitting agencies, 
owners, occupants, and adjacent owners and 
occupants

• Certification of Cleanup 

• Description of the release

• Description of remedial action(s) taken

• Certification that the cleanup goals established in the 
remedial action agreement have been achieved

• List on GeoTracker
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State Agency Oversight

• May assume oversight at the beginning

• May not take over a site later unless:

• Proposed remedy will not properly address the site 
contamination

• Staff resources, technical expertise, or technical 
capabilities are no longer available

• Does not have the necessary enforcement authority and 
the voluntary party is not in compliance with the RAA

• Hazardous waste release is complex or is 
a significant potential hazard to human health, safety, or 
the environment
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What Does Success Look Like?

• Use for simple sites

• State agencies want successful and safe 
projects

• Transforming Lands and Empowering 
Communities

• Create abundance!
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Thank You!

Maryam Tasnif-Abbasi

Maryam.Tasnif-Abbasi@dtsc.ca.gov

Brownfield Development Manager

714-222-3485
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THANK YOU!

TOGETHER WE 
EMPOWER 
COMMUNITIES 
THROUGH THE 
TRANSFORMATION OF 
BROWNFIELDS

We appreciate your feedback, 
follow this QR code to submit an 
evaluation form on Whova.

Join the conversation, use 
#CALRC2025 to share your 
photos, insights and highlights!


