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Key Problems We Set 
Out to Solve

Process

Parts

Brownfield projects often begin with 

major unknowns

Historic uses are unclear, lost to time, 

and potential releases can be nearby and hidden

What needs to be done emerges late in the 

Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) process



We needed a tool that could see 100 years 

into the past.

Fresno’s Goal

• City directories and GIS layers

• Environmental history

• Regulatory & environmental indicators

• Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

• Field & Observational Data

Data Sources Working Together

Funded by two consecutive 

EPA grants, this GIS mapping 

tool and inventory strengthens 

the ESA process
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Case Study: 832 China 
Alley, Fresno CA

It all started with a community meeting

Met the property owner and during the 

nomination process discovered:

• Multiple dry cleaners

• Blacksmithing

• A possible UST (220 gal)

• Onsite and offsite auto repair

→   Live Tool Demo Next



Case Study: 832 

China Alley, Fresno
Let’s check out the 

Enhanced Brownfield 

Inventory Tool in action!

https://maps.fresno.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?data_id=3d5906f7ebc4469898bdcf099d48116f-191960399aa-layer-1%3A824%2C3d5906f7ebc4469898bdcf099d48116f-1922b1577a3-layer-4%3A388&id=b0ba8b8125a84fc6ab6319aae110accd
https://maps.fresno.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?data_id=3d5906f7ebc4469898bdcf099d48116f-191960399aa-layer-1%3A824%2C3d5906f7ebc4469898bdcf099d48116f-1922b1577a3-layer-4%3A388&id=b0ba8b8125a84fc6ab6319aae110accd
https://maps.fresno.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?data_id=3d5906f7ebc4469898bdcf099d48116f-191960399aa-layer-1%3A824%2C3d5906f7ebc4469898bdcf099d48116f-1922b1577a3-layer-4%3A388&id=b0ba8b8125a84fc6ab6319aae110accd


How it informed eligibility and 

Phase I ESA findings

• Helped the property owner 

understand site history

• Looked both onsite and offsite

• Created a strong case for 

Brownfields funding

• Phase I became more 

confirmation, less discovery

Practical Results

• RECs aligned with inventory results

• The site was sampled and fully 

characterized for soil gas 

concentrations
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Phase I ESA Historic 

Sanborns Comparison

1

2

3

4

5

1- Blacksmith

2- Liberty Garage

3- French Laundry

4- Parisan Laundry

5- Auto Repair and 

Mechanic Shop

19701918



v

Let’s Check Out the Excel Document



Closing 
Thoughts:

• This resource is replicable and 

tailorable. 

• One tool that transforms 

brownfield work from reactive 

to strategic

• Can reduces uncertainty, cost, 

and strengthens ESA 

workflows

• A great starting place is 

SDSU’s statewide inventory 

and EPA’s CIMC

Understanding the past is how we can better protect communities in the present
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Thank You!



THANK

YOU!
We appreciate your feedback, follow this QR code 

to submit an evaluation form on Whova.

Join the conversation, use #CALRC2026 to share 

your photos, insights and highlights!

IMAGINE, INNOVATE, IMPLEMENT 
THE FUTURE OF LAND RECYCLING
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