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Brownfields 101

• Definition of “Brownfield Site”
o Real property, the expansion, 

redevelopment, or reuse of which may be 
complicated by the presence or potential 
presence of a hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contaminant

• Statutory definition found in the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability 
Act (CERCLA) §101 (39)
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EPA Supports Brownfields Revitalization

• Grants and technical assistance to promote: 
o Community-driven planning, assessment, clean up 

and reuse of brownfield sites 
o Training for brownfield jobs and workforce 

development
o Building local capacity to manage brownfield 

projects and successfully revitalization targeted 
areas.

• Liability protections to encourage acquisition 
and investment in brownfield reuse 

• Establishing and enhancing state and tribal 
response programs
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Criteria for Data Center Consideration

• Top considerations for brownfield 

sites are energy availability and 

property size

• Full Guidance on the 

Redevelopment of Superfund and 

Brownfield Sites as AI Data Centers
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https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-01/guidance-on-the-redevelopment-of-superfund-and-brownfield-sites-as-ai-data-centers.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-01/guidance-on-the-redevelopment-of-superfund-and-brownfield-sites-as-ai-data-centers.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-01/guidance-on-the-redevelopment-of-superfund-and-brownfield-sites-as-ai-data-centers.pdf


Additional Criteria for Data Center 
Consideration
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Remedy Compatibility

Community Support

Environmental Conditions

Fiber Optic Cable/Connectivity

Transportation and Supply Chain Infrastructure

Flood/Natural Disaster Risks

Regional Climate

Regulatory and Legal Factors



EPA’s Redevelopment Mapper

• Includes all brownfield sites 
that are over 100 acres with no 
known reuse

• Relevant filters such as 
proximity to highways, 
transmission lines, and water 
resources
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EPA's Redevelopment Mapper for Superfund and Brownfield 
Sites

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/reuse-considerations-data-centers-brownfield-sites
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/reuse-considerations-data-centers-brownfield-sites


Why Brownfield 
Sites?

• Many brownfields are large, formerly 
industrial sites

• These sites include existing 
connections to utilities and 
infrastructure important for data 
centers

• Industrial sites are often near 
population centers, but not located 
within them

• Many such sites have sat idle for years 
due to the lack of a project that 
justified the cost of cleanup
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How Communities Can Benefit

Cleanup of otherwise 
unfeasible brownfield site

New construction jobs and 
infrastructure

New tax revenue for local 
government, depending on 

state/local setup

Community benefits 
agreements
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https://www.aol.com/articles/city-abilene-doing-data-center-211248000.html



Common Criticisms

• Energy Consumption

• Water Consumption

• Drain on public funding

• Limited benefit to 
community

• Noise and air pollution from 
diesel backup generators

Industry 
Improvements

• On-site generation and more 
fair grid connection deals

• Closed-loop cooling systems

• Less public subsidies and 
better tax arrangements

• Robust community benefit 
agreements

• Improved backup generators



Case Study – U.S. Steel Fairless Works, PA

• Began steel production in 1952, 
employing over 5,000 workers

• Production decline began in the 1990s 
with most steelmaking operations 
stopped by 2001

• Soil was found to be contaminated with 
arsenic, lead, and other heavy metals 

• EPA determined U.S. Steel to be the 
responsible party and issued a RCRA 
Corrective Action to cleanup the 
property
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Case Study – U.S. Steel Fairless Works, PA

• In 2022, a 247-acre portion of the site was 
acquired by an industrial developer, still with 
major remediation required

• Selected as the location for a hyperscale data 
center due to:
o Proximity to Energy Infrastructure
o Proximity to the Delaware River
o Relative isolation from residential areas

• $10 billion investment accelerated a very 
prolonged cleanup

• Economic and Health benefits to the community
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THANK
YOU! We appreciate your feedback, follow this QR code 

to submit an evaluation form on Whova.

Join the conversation, use #CALRC2026 to share 
your photos, insights and highlights!

IMAGINE, INNOVATE, IMPLEMENT 
THE FUTURE OF LAND RECYCLING


